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Kontext: Aktuelle Entwicklungen

in internationalen buddhistischen Organisationen

1. Organisation Rigpa: Offener Brief im Juli 2017 (Rückzug von Sogyal 

L. in August 2017, Lewis Silkin Report im August 2018)

2. Organisation Shambala: Sunshine report in 2018 (Rückzug von 

Sakyong Mipham 2019)

3. Organisation FPMT (Gerichtstermine in Indien wegen sexueller

Belästigung durch Dagri R., Lehrer bei FPMT, gleichzeitige

Indoktrination der Gruppe an ihrer Webseite durch Zopa R.)

4. Organisation OKC (Ogyen Kunzang Choling) 20 Jahre 

Gerichtsverfahren durch ehem. Kinder -high court appeal  2019: The trial 

started 4.1.2016, 14.3.2019 high Court appeal: “a New trial will take place 

in another court to be announced” OKCinfo at 14.3.2019 @OKCinfor)

5. Diamantweg Buddhismus (Leitung Ole Nydahl), Austritt aus dt. 

buddh. Union am 17.6.2019
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Rigpa international

1. Offener Brief im Juli 2017

2. Rückzug von Sogyal Lakar

3. Lewis Silkin Report (Baxter, K.) im August 2018

4. Rücktritte, jedoch Weiterbestehen der Strukturen und Seminare 

wie bisher

5. Untersuchungen durch die Charity Commission für England und 

Wales ab Herbst 2018

6. Tod von Sogyal Lakar im August 2019

7. Petition zum Nachruf

Zeitlinie wichtiger Ereignisse bei Rigpa
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Wie finden Sie das Material:

https://www.transtibmed.ethnologie.uni-muenchen.de/index.html
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Öffnen der Rubrik „Recht“ 
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Rigpa – Chronologie der Ereignisse

(Projektwebseitenstruktur: unten die ältesten, oben die aktuellsten)
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Rigpa – Chronologie der Ereignisse
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Rigpa – Chronologie der Ereignisse
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Zeitzeugenberichte aus der aktuellen Forschung
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Offener Brief (Juli 2017) 

Diskrepanz zwischen öffentlichem und privatem Verhalten 

• hohe und verwirrende Diskrepanz zwischen öffentlichem und 

privatem Verhalten, nicht nur in der Organisation Rigpa (Anders 

2019b)

• Double bind: Verwirrung durch die Diskrepanz und psychische 

Auswirkungen davon (Anders 2019a)

"This letter is our request to you to stop your unethical and immoral behavior. 

Your public face is one of wisdom, kindness, humor, warmth and compassion, 

but your private behavior, the way you conduct yourself behind the scenes, is 

deeply disturbing and unsettling. A number of us have raised with you privately, 

our concerns about your behavior in recent years, but you have not changed."

siehe Standlee, M., Sangye, Damcho, Pistono, M., Standlee, J., Price, G., Condon, M., Goldman, G. (2017: 5). Open 

letter to Sogyal Lakar. Publication: 14.7. 2017. In: https://www.lionsroar.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Letter-to-

Sogyal-Lakar-14-06-2017-.pdf (Abruf: August 2017). 
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Organisation Rigpa Der Offene Brief mit einer

Stellungnahme des Dalai Lama zu schädigendem Verhalten von 

Lehrern 1993

"We write to you following the advice of the Dalai Lama, in which he has said that students of 

Tibetan Buddhist lamas are obliged to communicate their concerns about their teacher:

If one presents the teachings clearly, others benefit. But if someone is supposed to

propagate the Dharma and their behavior is harmful, it is our responsibility to criticize

this with a good motivation. This is constructive criticism, and you do not need to feel

uncomfortable doing it. In “The Twenty Verses on the Bodhisattvas’ Vows,” it says that

there is no fault in whatever action you engage in with pure motivation. Buddhist

teachers who abuse sex, power, money, alcohol, or drugs, and who, when faced with

legitimate complaints from their own students, do not correct their behavior, should be

criticized openly and by name. This may embarrass them and cause them to regret and

stop their abusive behavior. Exposing the negative allows space for the positive side to

increase. When publicizing such misconduct, it should be made clear that such teachers

have disregarded the Buddha’s advice. However, when making public the ethical

misconduct of a Buddhist teacher, it is only fair to mention their good qualities as

well. The Dalai Lama, Dharamsala, India March 1993"

siehe Standlee, M., Sangye, Damcho, Pistono, M., Standlee, J., Price, G., Condon, M., Goldman, G. (2017: 5). Open letter 

to Sogyal Lakar. Publication: 14.7. 2017. In: https://www.lionsroar.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Letter-to-Sogyal-

Lakar-14-06-2017-.pdf (Abruf: August 2017). 



12

Organisation Rigpa

Der Offene Brief (Juli 2017)

Im Offenen Brief (2017)

"You use your role as a teacher to gain access to young women, and to coerce, intimidate and 

manipulate them into giving you sexual favors. [...] The ongoing controversies of your sexual abuse 

that we can read and watch on the Internet are only a small window into your decades of this 

behavior. Some of us have been subjected to sexual harassment in the form of being told to strip, to 

show you our genitals (both men and women), to give you oral sex, being groped, asked to give you 

photos of our genitals, to have sex in your bed with our partners, and to describe to you our sexual 

relations with our partners. You’ve ordered your students to photograph your attendants and 

girlfriends naked, and then forced other students to make photographic collages for you, which you 

have shown to others. You have offered one of your female attendants to another lama (who is well 

known in Rigpa) for sex. You have had for decades, and continue to have, sexual relationships with a 

number of your student attendants, some who are married. You have told us to lie on your behalf, to 

hide your sexual relationships from your other girlfriends. Publically you claim that your relationships 

are ordinary, consensual, and proper because you are not a monk. You deny any wrongdoing and have 

even claimed on occasion that you were seduced. [...] You and others in your organization claim this 

is how a Buddhist master of “crazy wisdom” behaves, just like the tantric adepts of the past. We do 

not believe this to be so and see such claims as attempts to explain away egregious behaviors." 

siehe Standlee, M., Sangye, Damcho, Pistono, M., Standlee, J., Price, G., Condon, M., Goldman, G. (2017: 5). Open letter 

to Sogyal Lakar. Publication: 14.7. 2017. In: https://www.lionsroar.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Letter-to-Sogyal-

Lakar-14-06-2017-.pdf (Abruf: August 2017). 
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DALAI LAMA SPEAKS OUT ABOUT SOGYAL RINPOCHE 

(August 2017)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wP4rsM7AZQ&feature=youtu.

be Abruf: 19.11.2019

DALAI LAMA SPEAKS OUT ABOUT SOGYAL RINPOCHE

07.08.2017

Langversion des Videos: https://youtu.be/S6yzH-1si8o?t=1h15m10s
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Transkript des Texts aus obigem Video 

"I feel some of these lama institutions have some sort of influence of the feudal system. That is outdated 

and must end - that feudal influence. Then eventually a lama institution creates lama politics [DL laughs 

heartily]. That’s very bad. An individual lama’s disgrace doesn’t matter, but it gives a very bad 

impression about a monastery or a monk. Very bad. So we must pay more attention. You should not say, 

'This is my guru. What guru says I must follow.' That’s totally wrong! Buddha himself mentioned, 'You 

must examine my teaching'. Similarly if one particular lama says something, you examine whether this 

goes well according to Buddhaʻs teaching or according to the circumstances in society. Then you must 

follow. If the lama says something; if you investigate and it’s not proper, then you should not follow the 

lama’s teaching. Even Dalai Lama’s teaching; if you find some contradiction you should not follow my 

teaching. As far as Gelugpa is concerned, Lama Tsonghkapa clearly mentioned; if a lama teaches 

something that is against the dharma it should be avoided and opposed. If the lama’s teaching is in accord 

with the dharma it should be followed, if it is in discord with the Dharma it should not be followed. Many 

years ago in Dharmasala at a Western Teachers Conference, some Western Buddhist teachers mentioned 

some Zen masters and Tibetan Buddhist Masters had created a very bad impression among people. Then I 

told them them; these people do not follow Buddhaʻs advice, Buddhaʻs teaching. We cannot do. So, the 

only thing is to make it public, through newspapers, through the radio. Make it public! These lamas, 

although they don’t care about Buddha’s teaching, they may care about their face [points at his face, 

indicating shame]. I told them at that conference, almost 15 years ago I think. Now, recently Sogyal 

Rinpoche; my very good friend, but he’s disgraced. So some of his own students have now made public 

their criticism."

aus https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wP4rsM7AZQ&feature=youtu.be Abruf: 19.11.2019
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Organisation Rigpa 

Der Lewis Silkin Report (August 2018)

"Findings

I turn now to the specific allegations against Sogyal Lakar as set out in the 

Complaint, and my conclusions in respect of them.

The allegations broadly fall into the following categories:

a. Physical abuse.

b. Sexual abuse.

c. Emotional and psychological abuse.

d. Living a lavish, gluttonous and sybaritic lifestyle.

e. Tainting appreciation of Dharma"

siehe Baxter, K. (2018, S. 16). Report to the boards of trustees of: Rigpa fellowship UK, and Rigpa fellowship US. 

Outcome of an investigation into allegations made against Sogyal Lakar (also known as Sogyal Rinpoche) in a letter 

dated 14 July 2017. Online: 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580dbe87e6f2e16700cb79fe/t/5b8f7c1e1ae6cfb38491e668/1536130081917/Lew

is+Silkin+report.pdf (Abruf: 1.9.2018).
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Organisation Rigpa 

Der Lewis Silkin Report (August 2018)

"Sexual abuse

It is alleged that Sogyal Lakar:

a. Used his role to gain access to young women and to coerce, intimidate and 

manipulate them into giving him sexual favours and has had decades of sexual 

relationships with students, including underage girls.

b. Instructed students to strip, show him their genitals, take photos of their genitals 

and show them to him, give him oral sex, have sex with their partners in his bed and 

describe sexual relationships to him, as well as lying to cover up relationships with 

him.

c. Groped students and asked one of his students to photograph attendants and 

girlfriends naked, forcing others to make collages of the images for him which were 

then shown to others.

d. Offered a female attendant to another lama for sex."

siehe Baxter, K. (2018, S. 23). Report to the boards of trustees of: Rigpa fellowship UK, and Rigpa fellowship US. 

Outcome of an investigation into allegations made against Sogyal Lakar (also known as Sogyal Rinpoche) in a letter dated 

14 July 2017. Online: 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580dbe87e6f2e16700cb79fe/t/5b8f7c1e1ae6cfb38491e668/1536130081917/Lewis+

Silkin+report.pdf (Abruf: 1.9.2018).
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Organisation Rigpa 

Der Lewis Silkin Report (August 2018)

"Allegation that Sogyal Lakar used his role to gain access to young women and to 

coerce, intimidate and manipulate them into giving him sexual favours and has 

had decades of sexual relationships with students, including underage girls

Sogyal Lakar is open about the fact that he has sexual relationships; he is not a monk and is not 

required to remain celibate. He is known to have often had girlfriends who are significantly 

younger than him and to have had more than one girlfriend at the same time. There is nothing 

wrong with this, if they are consenting adults. Sogyal Lakar is also known for being attended to 

by a number of beautiful young women, who form a significant part of the lama care team. 

Again, on the surface there is nothing wrong with this, however, several witnesses shared their 

experiences of this role with me and their evidence was very troubling. I am particularly 

concerned about the vulnerability of the individuals who gave evidence that they were called 

upon to provide sexual favours to Sogyal Lakar and the apparent abuse of Sogyal’s power over 

them. It was again striking how many similar accounts were provided by different witnesses 

spanning a considerable time period – it supports a conclusion that Sogyal Lakar has a particular 

modus operandi when it comes to securing sexual relationships with his students; particularly 

young women."
siehe Baxter, K. (2018, S. 23). Report to the boards of trustees of: Rigpa fellowship UK, and Rigpa fellowship US. 

Outcome of an investigation into allegations made against Sogyal Lakar (also known as Sogyal Rinpoche) in a letter dated 

14 July 2017. Online: 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580dbe87e6f2e16700cb79fe/t/5b8f7c1e1ae6cfb38491e668/1536130081917/Lewis+Si

lkin+report.pdf (Abruf: 1.9.2018).
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Organisation Rigpa 

Der Lewis Silkin Report (August 2018)

"First-hand accounts Witness K shared the following information with me: 'When I was 18 or 

19, he asked me to come and meet him at his personal shrine in his house. He said he had had 

a dream about me and it would be good if I worked for him as an attendant. He asked if I 

wanted to and I said yes. I understood it would be like a PA but the uber rich version, bringing 

him anything and everything he might need including food, laundry, cleaning and carrying his 

bags. He said it’s really important that you never talk to anyone about anything that goes on 

while you’re working, especially don’t tell [a family member also in Rigpa] as it will damage 

[that person’s] view and relationship with the dharma. I said OK. I didn’t expect this to mean 

there would be anything awful, but I understood I would have information about what he spent 

his money on and what he did which he would want to keep private. I was very young and 

emotionally vulnerable; he knew this. One day he showed me some sexy photos of [another 

student] on the beach to see if I was shocked. I wasn’t. Within three months of me arriving, I 

was helping him one evening to get ready for bed with [another student]. I had to bring his hot 

water. He suddenly asked me to lick and touch his genitals. He said it in a jovial way and I 

wasn’t sure if he was serious. [The other student] smiled and said 'yes, do it'. I tried but I 

freaked out and he said 'oh, that’s OK' and he dismissed me. The next day I felt very 

uncomfortable and said I was not well and stayed in bed. A couple of hours later I was called 

and told he wanted to see me in the garden straight away. I went to the garden reluctantly and 

he started screaming abuse at me, saying 'you think I’m attracted to you, why would I be?' "  

[Fortsetzung auf nächster Folie]
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Organisation Rigpa 

Der Lewis Silkin Report (August 2018)

"He was aggressive and it was terrifying, I was not used to being yelled at. I started to cry and 

felt panicked. I said I didn’t think that, but felt bad because I had failed him and his test. He 

immediately turned nice and said 'oh no, you did well'. I felt shaken and was not OK with it. I 

had no one to talk to. I then went to [another country] with him [as part of the lama care team] 

and I was leaning over to give him something. He put his hand down my top and touched me. 

He said my nipples were young. I felt shocked. [Some time later], I attended a retreat and was 

feeling better and more on track. I was alone with him in the shrine room and he asked me to 

give him a blow job. I tried to be a good Buddhist and see it as a teaching. It was an out of 

body experience. I didn’t want to do it but I did. I didn’t do it for long and he then dismissed 

me. It felt like a power play, he didn’t seem particularly aroused'."

siehe Baxter, K. (2018, S.24). Report to the boards of trustees of: Rigpa fellowship UK, and Rigpa fellowship US. 

Outcome of an investigation into allegations made against Sogyal Lakar (also known as Sogyal Rinpoche) in a letter dated 

14 July 2017. Online: 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580dbe87e6f2e16700cb79fe/t/5b8f7c1e1ae6cfb38491e668/1536130081917/Lewis+

Silkin+report.pdf (Abruf: 1.9.2018).
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Organisation Rigpa 

Der Lewis Silkin Report (August 2018)

"Witness L recounted the following experience which took place when Witness L was aged 

around twenty:

'Sogyal asked me to take my clothes off. It was just before he was about to teach and I had 

been ironing his clothes in the lounge area of his hotel room. He was on the bed in his 

underwear and called me into his bedroom. I laughed and made a joke about not wearing 

nice underwear. I think my reaction made clear that I wasn’t going to do it. I felt shocked, 

nervous and vulnerable. He dismissed me and I went back to ironing his robe, my heart was 

pounding and I wanted to run'."

siehe Baxter, K. (2018, S. 24). Report to the boards of trustees of: Rigpa fellowship UK, and Rigpa fellowship US. 

Outcome of an investigation into allegations made against Sogyal Lakar (also known as Sogyal Rinpoche) in a letter 

dated 14 July 2017. Online: 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580dbe87e6f2e16700cb79fe/t/5b8f7c1e1ae6cfb38491e668/1536130081917/Lew

is+Silkin+report.pdf (Abruf: 1.9.2018).
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Organisation Rigpa 

Der Lewis Silkin Report (August 2018)

"I also received further, second hand accounts of similar, inappropriate sexual behaviour by 

Sogyal Lakar from Witnesses B, C, E, M and S, the details of which are set out in the 

confidential annexe because they relate to people who have not consented to that 

information being included in this report."

siehe Baxter, K. (2018, S. 25). Report to the boards of trustees of: Rigpa fellowship UK, and Rigpa fellowship US. 

Outcome of an investigation into allegations made against Sogyal Lakar (also known as Sogyal Rinpoche) in a letter 

dated 14 July 2017. Online: 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580dbe87e6f2e16700cb79fe/t/5b8f7c1e1ae6cfb38491e668/1536130081917/Lew

is+Silkin+report.pdf (Abruf: 1.9.2018).
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Konsequenzen des Lewis Silkin Reports

Deutsche Rigpa-Webseite: 

"In den Empfehlungen des von Rigpa beauftragen Berichts gegen die Anschuldigungen von 

Rigpa und Sogyal Rinpoche heisst es unter anderem:

3. Die Rigpa-Leitung in jedem Land (die Vorstände oder gleichwertige Positionen) und das 

Vision Board sollten gegebenenfalls neu besetzt werden, um sicherzustellen,

a. dass deren Mitglieder Rigpa nicht mit den in diesem Bericht genannten schädigenden 

Ereignissen in Verbindung stehen und somit das Programm der erforderlichen Änderungen 

glaubhaft voranbringen können;

b. dass sich deren Mitglieder alle öffentlich dem Prinzip verpflichten, dass innerhalb von 

Rigpa Missbrauch von niemandem und gegen niemanden (einschließlich der Lehrer*innen) 

toleriert wird, und

c. dass, wo immer möglich, einige Mitglieder der Leitung nicht mit der Schülerschaft 

verbunden sind; in Großbritannien zum Beispiel würden Laientreuhänder als solche 

anerkannt werden"
https://www.rigpa.de/langjaehrige-in-leitendenden-rigpa-funktionen-sind-zurueck-getreten/ Abruf: 19.11.2019
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Konsequenzen des Lewis Silkin Reports

"Als Folge dieser Empfehlung treten Patrick Gaffney und Philip Philippou aus allen 

Leitungsfunktionen innerhalb aller Rigpa-Organisationen zurück. Dies schließt ihre 

Mitarbeit im Rigpa Vision Board ein. Die aktuelle Zusammensetzung des Vision-Boards 

findet ihr hier. Dominique Side, Leiterin der Kongregation Lerab Ling, Rigpas Retreat-

Zentrum in Südfrankreich wird sich aus dieser Position zurückziehen. Bei den anstehenden 

Wahlen im November wird sie nicht mehr kandidieren.

Philip Philippou ist aus dem Vorstand des Rigpa e.V. ausgeschieden. Auf der 

MItgliederversammlung am 24. Oktober 2018 hat der Rigpa e.V. neue Vorstandsmitglieder 

gewählt (wir berichten darüber in Kürze).

Diese Veränderungen sind eingeleitet und werden bis Ende November vollzogen sein. Alle 

drei sind weiterhin entschlossen, die Sangha und Rigpas Vision auf jede Art und Weise zu 

unterstützen, die angemessen und hilfreich ist."

https://www.rigpa.de/langjaehrige-in-leitendenden-rigpa-funktionen-sind-zurueck-getreten/ Abruf: 19.11.2019

https://www.rigpa.de/ueber-uns/wer-wir-sind/
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Untersuchung der Charity Commission für England and Wales zu  

Rigpa wurde am 8. November 2018 eröffnet

29.11.2018: New Charity Inquiry: Rigpa Fellowship

"Charity Commission investigates Rigpa Fellowship. The Charity Commission, the 

independent regulator of charities in England and Wales, is today announcing that 

it has opened a statutory inquiry into Rigpa Fellowship (279315). The inquiry was 

opened on 8 November 2018. The charity, which is based in London, has objects 

to advance the Buddhist religion, and provides religious education, training and 

activities. The Commission has been engaging with the charity since August 2017 

over serious concerns about adult safeguarding. The regulator’s concerns have 

escalated in the course of this engagement, prompting the opening of a statutory 

inquiry. The inquiry will examine the charity’s governance, policies and practices 

with regard to adult safeguarding, particularly in relation to: 

• its response, general handling and disclosure to the Commission and other 

agencies in relation to serious adult safeguarding incidents

• its responsibility to provide a safe environment for its beneficiaries, staff and 

other charity workers in the delivery of its programmes"

[Fortsetzung auf nächster Folie]
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Untersuchung der Charity Commission für England and Wales zu  

Rigpa wurde am 8. November 2018 eröffnet

"More generally the inquiry will examine the charity’s:

• recruitment and supervision of its employees, volunteers and other charity 

workers

• financial controls and their application

• responsibility to maintain its reputation as a charity which can be entrusted 

with public support and the confidence of its beneficiaries, staff and volunteers

It is the Commission’s policy, after an inquiry has concluded, to publish a report 

detailing what issues the inquiry looked at, what actions were undertaken as part of 

the inquiry and what the outcomes were." 

in https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-charity-inquiry-rigpa-fellowship Abruf: 29.11.2018
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12 April 2019 disqualification of Patrick Gaffney from acting as a 

trustee in all charities is for a period of 8 years until 12 April 2027 

12 April 2019:

disqualification of Patrick Gaffney from acting as a trustee in all charities is for a 

period of 8 years until 12 April 2027 

siehe "Register of removed Trustees": 

http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/trusteeregister/result.aspx?namepart=gaffney&fbclid=IwAR2DnL2J6a1NkA20

wx-dga1-iK4A4EIOtmiSULg9mxaqPWN__Yr__k4nQ2A 
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Stellungnahme der Charity Commission am 13.6.2019 betreffend den 

Ausschluss von Patrick Gaffney von der Tätigkeit als Verwalter in allen 

Wohltätigkeitsorganisationen bis zum 12. April 2027

"Charity Commission disqualifies trustee from Rigpa Fellowship Trustee failed to 

protect people who came into contact with the charity" published 13 June 2019 

From: The Charity Commission 

"A trustee has been disqualified from all charities for a period of 8 years as a result 

of an ongoing Charity Commission inquiry into the Rigpa Fellowship charity. 

Patrick Gaffney was serving as a trustee of the charity, which is based in London 

and has objects to advance the Buddhist religion. Evidence uncovered by the 

Commission shows Mr Gaffney had knowledge of instances and allegations of 

improper acts and sexual and physical abuse against students at the charity. Mr

Gaffney failed to take appropriate action in response to this information and is 

therefore responsible for misconduct and/or mismanagement in the administration 

of the charity. He was entered onto the list of disqualified trustees on 12 April 

2019. "

in https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-commission-disqualifies-trustee-from-rigpa-fellowship Abruf 

1.11.2020
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Stellungnahme der Charity Commission am 13.6.2019 betreffend den 

Ausschluss von Patrick Gaffney von der Tätigkeit als Verwalter in 

allen Wohltätigkeitsorganisationen bis zum 12. April 2027

"Amy Spiller, Head of Investigations Team at the Charity Commission, said: We 

are continuing to investigate concerns about this charity via our ongoing statutory 

inquiry. However, the safety and wellbeing of beneficiaries and those that come 

into contact with the charity, must always be a priority for the trustees and staff of 

a charity. This trustee has been disqualified with immediate effect for failing in his 

duty to protect those who came into contact with the charity. The public rightly 

expect charities to be safe places, where people are free from harm. Where we find 

charities that are failing in this essential duty, we will take action to remove those 

responsible. The Commission has been engaging with the charity since August 

2017 over serious concerns about adult safeguarding. Concerns escalated during 

this engagement, prompting the opening of a statutory inquiry on 8 November 

2018. It is the Commission’s policy to publish a report at the conclusion of the 

case."

in https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-commission-disqualifies-trustee-from-rigpa-fellowship 

Abruf: 1.11.2020
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Aussschluss von Susan Burrows als Verwaltungsperson durch die  

Charity Commission

"Charity regulator removes trustee from Rigpa Fellowship Trustee permanently 

removed from trusteeship after failing to protect people" published 23 September 

2019 by The Charity Commission 

"A charity trustee has been removed from her role and banned from trusteeship, 

after failing to respond appropriately to serious abuse within Rigpa Fellowship 

(registered charity number 279315).A statutory inquiry by the Charity Commission 

has found that Susan Burrows had knowledge of instances and allegations of 

improper acts and sexual and physical abuse against students at the charity, but

failed to take appropriate action in response. Ms Burrows either failed to recognise 

or sought to downplay the seriousness of allegations, and is responsible for 

misconduct and/or mismanagement in the administration of the charity. Ms 

Burrows was therefore removed from her position by the inquiry and entered onto 

the list of removed trustees on 20 September 2019. She is also permanently 

disqualified from serving as a trustee or senior manager of any charity in England 

and Wales, under section 178 of the Charities Act. "

[Fortsetzung auf nächster Folie]
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Aussschluss von Susan Burrows als Verwaltungsperson durch die  

Charity Commission

"Amy Spiller, Head of Investigations Team at the Charity Commission, said: 

Serious failings in the leadership of this charity led to people it was supposed to 

help being harmed and let down. Trustees hold important positions of trust, and are 

rightly expected to take all appropriate steps to keep people safe. The appalling 

abuses and failings that occurred here run counter to everything people associate 

with charity. It is right that we have been able to hold those responsible to account. 

I hope this will bring some comfort to those so badly affected by what went on at 

Rigpa Fellowship. The safety and wellbeing of beneficiaries and those that come 

into contact with a charity must always be a priority for its trustees and staff. The 

Commission has been engaging with Rigpa Fellowship since August 2017 over 

serious concerns about adult safeguarding. Concerns escalated during this 

engagement, prompting the opening of the statutory inquiry in November 2018, 

and in April 2019 the inquiry disqualified former trustee, Patrick Gaffney. The 

inquiry continues. The Commission intends to publish a full report, setting out its 

findings and conclusions, in due course."

in https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-regulator-removes-trustee-from-rigpa-fellowship Abruf: 1.11.2020
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Hausdurchsuchung in Lerab Ling

"

"

in https://france3-regions.francetvinfo.fr/occitanie/herault/herault-temple-bouddhiste-lerab-ling-roqueredonde-sa-

communaute-perquisitionnes-1546754.html Abruf: 19.11.2019
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A Brief History of Abuse Allegations in Rigpa, by Mick Brown, 

(Missbrauchsvorwürfe seit ca. 1994)

"

"

"
in http://howdidithappen.org/history-abuse-allegations-rigpa/      Abruf: 19.11.2019



33

Rigpazentren in Deutschland

"

"
in https://www.rigpa.de/aktuelles/ Abruf: 19.11.2019
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Ergebnisse aus der aktuellen Forschung Projekt TransTibMed
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Ergebnisse aus der aktuellen Forschung Projekt TransTibMed
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Ergebnisse aus der aktuellen Forschung Projekt TransTibMed
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Ergebnisse aus der aktuellen Forschung Projekt TransTibMed
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Ergebnisse aus der aktuellen Forschung Projekt TransTibMed
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Ergebnisse aus der aktuellen Forschung Projekt TransTibMed
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Ergebnisse aus der aktuellen Forschung Projekt TransTibMed
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Tod von Sogyal Lakar (ehemalige Leitung der Organisation Rigpa)

"

"

in https://www.rigpa.de/sogyal-rinpoches-parinirvana/ Abruf: 19.11.2019
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Petition die Hommagen wegen Verhöhnung der Opfer zurückzuziehen 

Petition: Dharma Teachers: Please Retract Your Homages to 

Sogyal. (Carreon, C. 2019). 

in https://www.change.org/p/mindrolling-jets%C3%BCn-khandro-dharma-teachers-please-retract-

your-homages-to-sogyal Abruf: 4.9.2019
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einige Themenkomplexe und Verwirrung, die daraus entsteht

• Auseinanderklaffen des Buddhismus-Ideals mit der 

Lebenswirklichkeit

• Dekontextualisierung von Termini und Konzepten

• Auswirkung von Doppelbotschaften
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Auseinanderklaffen von Idealbild und Lebensrealitäten

im gesamten Kontext ein hohes Auseinanderklaffen von Idealbild und 

Lebensrealität:

• vorhanden in der buddhistischen Philosophie (die eigentlich -aus 

emischer Perspektive- dazu dient die Philosophie auf die eigene 

Lebensrealität anzuwenden im Sinne der Übung das Ziel der 

Erleuchtung am Übungsweg als Visualisation zu benutzen

• vorhanden im exiltibetischen Kontext

• dies wird durch Ideologie-Entwicklung, dekontextualisierte Begriffe 

und Neologismen in westlichen Gruppen verstärkt (z.B. 'reine 

Sichtweise'‚ 'Karma-Reinigung', 'Guru Yoga', 'crazy wisdom')
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aktuelle Bücher zur Organisation Rigpa

Drei aktuelle Bücher zur Organisation Rigpa (2019):

Vogd, Werner (2019). Der ermächtigte Meister: Eine systemische 

Rekonstruktion am Beispiel des Skandals um Sogyal Rinpoche. 

Taschenbuch Carl-Auer Verlag GmbH.

Mary Finnigan/Rob Hogendoorn (2019). Sex and Violence in 

Tibetan Buddhism. The Rise and Fall of Sogyal Rinpoche. Publisher: 

Jorvik Press.

Newland, Tahlia (2019). Fallout: Recovering from Abuse in Tibetan 

Buddhism. Escarpment Publishing.
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